
J A P A N

K Y O T O  -  O S A K A  -  T O K Y O

Thresholds connect as well as they separate. They define the relation between inside and 
outside, public and private, body and environment; a transition between here and there. On this 
study trip to Kyoto, Osaka, and Tokyo, we will discover the potential of transient moments in 
numerous examples of contemporary Japanese architecture (small housing projects by Tadao 
Ando, Atelier Bow-Wow, Sou Fujimoto, Waro Kishi, Hideyuki Nakayama, Kazuyo Sejima, etc.) 
and traditional garden designs. 
We will visit and document a selection of urban gap houses (Kyosho Jutaku) and their adjacent 
spaces with sketches, audio recording, laser scanning, and photography, submerging deep into 
the unique Japanese lifestyle and culture. An exchange will take place between two architecture 
schools (Kyoto Institute of Technology and ETH Zurich) that will help us understand the 
differences in the way we perceive and build space.

18–27 Oktober 2019 | max. 12 Students | Price Range E (ca. 1300 CHF), incl. flight, 
accommodation, transport, experts, entry fees. Please visit our website: www.girot.arch.ethz.ch 

Tr a n s i t i o n s


