
To architects and non-experts 
alike, the evocation of the name 
of Greece often brings to mind 
Classical temples, and white 
marb le under b lue sk i es . 
However, for several centuries 
(from the middle-ages and until 
the foundation of a modern 
Greek nation-state), the territory 
that is now called “Greece” was 
part of the Byzantine and then 
t h e O t t o m a n E m p i r e . 
Consequently, architecture 
within this territory was built in a 
variety of styles: From medieval 
mutations of Corinthian columns 
to echoes of Ottoman Baroque, 
a n d f r o m P o s t - B y z a n t i n e 

vernaculars to the eventual 
e v o c a t i o n o f C l a s s i c a l 
m o num ents th rough Neo-
Classicism in the 19th century. 

This seminar-trip will take the 
form of a road-trip**: We will 
start in the north of Greece, in 
Thessaloniki, and end several 
kilometers to the south, in 
Athens. We will drive through 
cities traversing and villages, to 
look at Byzantine ruins, Ottoman 
mans ions , Pos t -Byzant ine 
churches and vernacular houses. 
After traversing these eight 
centur ies of lesser-known 
Eastern architectures, we will 

arrive in Athens. There, we will 
visit ancient Classical temples 
a n d N e o c l a s s i c a l m o d e r n 
projects, in order to see if the 
19th-century myth of Greece as 
the "Land of the Classics" can 
still be convincing. 

** We are looking for potential 
drivers (in posession of a driver's 
license B). Please contact the 
chair if you are able and willing 
to drive. 

Contact: 
nikolaos.magouliotis@gta.arch.e
thz.ch

Rūm
millet* 

A road trip 
through two 
empires and 

a nation-
state in 
Greece.

*Before the early-19th century,

when Greece acquired its 

national independence and the 

names "Greece" and "Hellas", 

the Ottomans called this region 

"Rumelia" and referred to its 

Christian population as "Rūm 

millet" (which translates roughly 

as "Roman nation").
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To architects and non-experts 
alike, the evocation of the 
name of Greece often brings 
to mind Classical temples, and 
white marble under blue skies . 
However, for several centuries 
(from the middle-ages and un-
til the foundation of a modern 
Greek nation-state), the terri-
tory that is now called “Greece” 
was part of the Byzantine and 
then the Ottoman Empire. Con-
sequently, architecture with-
in this territory was built in a 
variety of styles: From medi-
eval mutations of Corinthian 

columns to echoes of Ottoman 
Baroque, and from Post-Byz-
antine vernaculars to the even-
tual evocation of Classical 
monuments through Neo-Clas-
sicism in the 19th century. 
This seminar-trip will take the 
form of a road-trip**: We will 
start in the north of Greece, in 
Thessaloniki, and end sever-
al kilometers to the south, in 
Athens. We will drive through 
cities traversing and villages, 
to look at Byzantine ruins, Ot-
toman mansions, Post-Byzan-
tine churches and vernacular 

houses. After traversing these 
eight centuries of lesser-known 
Eastern architectures, we will 
arrive in Athens. There, we 
will visit ancient Classical tem-
ples and Neoclassical modern 
projects, in order to see if the 
19th-century myth of Greece 
as the “Land of the Classics”
can still be convincing.

** We are looking for potential
drivers (in posession of a driv-
er’s license B). Please contact
the chair if you are able and 
willing to drive.

Contact:
nikolaos.magouliotis@gta.arch.ethz.ch




