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Baroque Geology Oak Olive Quarries Towers Urbanism Vineyards

We will explore the naturecultural landscape of Mount Etna in Sicily, an expansive territory that is sha-

ped by untamable forces from the depths of the earth. Equipped with experimental sound recording de-

vices and analog photo cameras, we will circumnavigate and climb Europe‘s highest active volcano. We 

will sense its destructive and fertile capacities for the surrounding settlements that live in an intimate 

relationship with the volcano. Which stories emerge from the constant presence of telluric (terrestrial) 

forces?  How does the volcano shape the local architecture, agriculture and traditions? The topography, 

soil and microclimate create unique geographic zones with distinct forms, smells, sounds, textures and 

atmospheres. Each day of the week will be dedicated to one of these zones. We will walk, listen, eat and 

observe; record sounds, take pictures and draw; meet local scientists, farmers and volcano lovers.

SEMINAR WEEK SPRING 2020 | AUDIOVISUAL FIELDWORK

March 14-22, 2020, Price range D, Max. 14 participants

girot.arch.ethz | ludwig.berger@arch.ethz.ch
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