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Desert Cities/New Towns

“What do you think the New Towns have been for since 1976? 
Sixth of October has a humongous industrial area. It was designed in 1981 
for a million people, and the idea was the workers would live out there in 
government-built housing and go to the factories. It never worked. This 
thinking has been on the table for 30 years. Maybe it’s about time to think 
otherwise.” David Sims, Interview in Cairo’s Informal Areas. Between Ur-
ban Challenges and Hidden Potentials Facts. Voices. Visions. GTZ, Cairo 
(2009) p.183
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